
December 2010

Dear Friend of IWP: 
 

When the Department of Defense needed someone to head up their Cyber Security 
efforts, they selected a recent graduate from The Institute of World Politics.  When the office of 
the Secretary of Defense needed someone to head the Afghanistan Policy Desk, they did the 
same.  When the FBI needed a new Unit Chief in the National Security Branch at FBI 
headquarters in Washington, they too picked someone with an IWP degree. 

When John L. founded the Institute 20 years ago, he could not have foreseen how quickly 
IWP would become so important to our country.  Today, IWP graduates are getting jobs with the 
FBI, NSA, Department of Defense, State Department, and virtually every organization that is 
part of the national defense structure.  Many of our graduates are currently serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan—in both military and civilian roles.

And that, of course, is why the Institute’s role is more important than ever – we are at war 
on several levels.  We are engaging a determined insurgency in Afghanistan and Iraq still 
simmers beneath a veneer of stability.  North Korea’s reckless provocations are testing nerves in 
Seoul and across the region.  The dollar’s place as the world’s reserve currency is under 
increasing international pressure.  On the home front, we continue to face challenges from border 
security to drug interdiction.  And with the new congress coming to Washington, there will be 
critically important policy debates to be won.  IWP is playing a vital role on all these fronts.

What makes IWP unique is that our students learn from scholar/practitioners who have 
experience as Ambassadors, Cabinet officers, and Agency directors, in addition to their academic 
training.  Our graduates do not just learn theory.  They learn practice.  And the results show.
 

The Institute’s alumni are helping to ensure the security of the United States.  But we can 
continue to educate a new generation of leaders only with your support.  Tuition covers less than 
half of our costs.  We are preparing for a record enrollment in the spring, and we need your help.  
Can I count on you?

 With all my best wishes,

       Sincerely,

     

       Owen T. Smith
       Chairman of the Board of Trustees 


