
Polish Priests in Dachau, 1939-45 

Story of Father Antoni Gerwel 



Father Antoni and his Family 

 



Letter from Father Zelaznicki 



Record from Dachau 
 Your request from 09.04.2012 Dachau, den 3.5.2012 

   

 Dear Mrs. Gerwel, 

 Thank you for sending the scans of the letters and the photography concerning Father 

 Antoni Gerwel. Had the photo been taken on the burial ceremony for him? Do you 

 have any photograph of him? To enlarge the collection of the memorial site we 

 would appreciate very well if you could send us originals or good scans of the 

 documents. Often there are scientific requests for Polish priests. 

 We have examinated the name-lists and the prisoner-numberbooks and we can confirm that 

 Antoni Gerwel had been imprisoned in the Dachau concentration camp or in its 

 subcamps and that he died in Dachau. 

 The length of the imprisonment and further information you will find on the next 

 page. His name is mentioned in a book about the priests in Dachau. We are 

 sorry to inform you that there are no other documents. 

 For your further requests we give you all the information willingly. 

 Kindly regards 

 Albert Knoll 

   

 Häftling 

 Vorname ANTONI 

 Nachname GERWEL 

 Geburtsdatum 14.01.1894 

 Geburtsort Sejny 

 Wohnort Kadzidlo 

 Region Ostroleka 

 Geschlecht m 

 Beruf Pfarrer 

 Konfession römisch-katholisch 

 Quellenangabe Wendel-Gilliar:Das Reich des Todes (...)Band III, S. 382; 

 NARA Zugangsbuch Nr. 109 / 021969 

 Bemerkung Vorname lt. NARA Zugangsbuch 109: ANTON 

 Geburtsdatum auch: 17. Januar 1894 

 Haftverlauf 

 Datum Haftnummer Haftänderung Außenlager Zu-/Abgangsstelle 

 19.04.1940 4880 Zugang 

 25.05.1940 0 überführt Mauthausen 

 08.12.1940 21988 rückgeführt Mauthausen 

 30.08.1942 0 gestorben Dachau 

 Haftkategorie 

 Geistlicher; Schutzhäftling 

 Nationalität 

 Polen 

 Quellen 

 Name Sterbeurkunde Dachau 1942 3297 

 Bibliothek 

 Sachgebiet M 5 
 Titel Das Reich des Todes hat keine Macht auf Erden 

 



Why the Polish Catholic Church? 

 
 

“Polish Catholic church not only played a significant 

religious role, but most importantly a political and 

cultural one, in the thousand year history of our 

country. German occupier understood that killing 

priests and destroying the church, is, ultimately, the 

most effective way to undermine both fabric and 

foundations of the Polish nation”.  



Dachau: 

 A history and an overview 

 



Dachau’s Motto 

There is one road to freedom and its milestones 

are 

Obedience,  Diligence, Honesty, 

Order  Cleanliness, Temperance, Truth, 

Sacrifice  

and love of one’s country 



 
Priests in Dachau 

Note: any discrepancy in figures is because some of the priests were 

transferred to other camps or died from other causes of the war after being 

released from Dachau. This data concerns Dachau only.  

Nationality 

 

Polish                  1,780  

German                  447  

French                   156  

Czech/Slovak        109  

Dutch                      63  

Yugoslav                50  

Belgian                   46  

Italian                      28  

Others                     41 

Died in camp 

  

868  

94  

10  

24  

17  

4  

9  

1  

7 

Survived  

 

830  

45  

137  

74  

36  

38  

33  

26  

21 

                           2,720 1,034 1,240 



Dachau Structure 

 



Arrival in Dachau 

 



A day in the life of a prisoner 

 



Work Conditions 

 



 Pseudo-medical Experiments 
 

Victim of a medical experiment immersed in freezing water at the Dachau concentration camp. 

Dachau, Germany, between August 1942 and May 1943. YV  

 



An Apology from German Doctors 

 
 German doctors apologize for Nazi-era crimes against Jews and other ethnic groups 

during Holocaust 

 Horrors not just committed by doctors but by leaders in medical community: 
Nuremberg statement 
 
 

 Friday May 25, 2012 

 

  “Germany’s medical association has adopted a declaration apologizing for sadistic 
experiments and other actions of doctors under the Nazis. 

 In the statement adopted earlier this week in Nuremberg, the association said many 
doctors under the Nazis were “guilty, contrary to their mission to heal, of scores of 
human rights violations and we ask the forgiveness of their victims, living and 
deceased, and of their descendants.” 

 In addition to performing pseudo-scientific experiments on concentration camp inmates, 
German doctors also were key to the Nazi’s program of forced sterilization or 
euthanasia of the mentally ill or others deemed “unworthy of life.” 

 The medical association says “these crimes were not the actions of individual doctors 
but involved leading members of the medical community” and should be taken as a 
warning for the future”… 

 



Punishment and Sadism 



Religious Life in Dachau 

  



Liberation 

 



Holocaust Museum 

Washington D.C. 


