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“A central purpose of this book is to help encourage a movement of people in every
country who regard the fundamental rights of others as a cause of worthy protection.”
—Nazir Afzal, Order of the British Empire (OBE) Former Chief Crown Prosecutor England
& Wales Former Chief Executive of the UK Police & Crime Commissioners

ABOUT THE BOOK
In an era of rising authoritarianism around the world, ordinary people
are harnessing the power of digital and social media to advance the
universal rights of all human beings in ways never before possible. A
blogging revolution in Iran led to new demands for fair elections and
human rights. USB drives and SD cards loaded with hours of ‘outside’
music, news and television, has helped to introduce basic human rights
concepts to North Koreans living under authoritarian rule. Law
enforcement can now identify hotels used by sex-traffickers when
ordinary people upload pictures of their hotel rooms into a database.
These are just a few of the stories in Human Liberty 2.0, a new
collection of stories about people and organizations around the world
using digital and social media to advance the cause of human dignity.
Like Chicken Soup for the Soul but with a modern, digital twist, the
stories collected here are guaranteed to uplift and inspire.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Matthew Daniels, JD, Ph.D. teaches human rights and law on three continents and is the
creator and Executive Producer of the Human Rights Network, an educational video
network promoting universal rights through digital media. Professor Daniels is Chair of
Law & Human Rights at the Institute of World Politics in Washington, DC, and founder of
the Center for Law and Digital Culture at Brunel School of Law in London. Daniels is also
an Adjunct Professor of Law at Handong International Law School in Pohang, South Korea.
Professor Daniels is the creator of the non-profit organization Good of All and
UniversalRights.com.

A CONVERSATION

with Law and Human Rights Professor Matthew Daniels

You work at the intersection of human rights and digital
media. What projects excite you most right now?
The audience for our English-language YouTube channel
(www.universalrights.com) is approaching 25 million. In addition,
we have launched a comparable channel in Arabic on Facebook
that has reached an audience of almost 10 million viewers. I’m
also excited that to launch our first bi-partisan Senate event to
publicly recognize the innovative non-profits from around the
world, whose inspiring stories are in this first edition of
Human Liberty 2.0.
What lessons can we take from the massacre of 50 people in
New Zealand, by a violent extremist who brazenly
broadcasted his attack on social media?
The simple answer: we must learn to use digital tools more
effectively. The atrocities of extremists become a catalyst for
atrocities by xenophobic racist movements. Here in the West,
we are slowly learning that ‘idea tribes’ cannot be eradicated with
bombs or bullets. In the book, I show how global ‘idea tribes’ are
an antidote to extremism, oppression and other denials of human
dignity.
How did your childhood in Spanish Harlem inform your
interest in human rights?
I grew up in poverty in Spanish Harlem, where I was usually
one of the only white kids in the various public schools I attended.
I went to Dartmouth College arguably the safest Ivy League
campus in America, on a full scholarship and even there, I was
haunted by a recurring childhood nightmare. It stemmed from
an episode in my childhood. One winter night, I heard a man’s
panicked voice screaming outside our building. Several shots
followed and the police eventually came to remove the body of
the man who had been mugged on his way home. On my way
to school the next morning, the man's blood had frozen on the
sidewalk outside our apartment. I never saw his actual body but
his screams and cries for help echoed in my mind for years. This
all left a profound impression on me and became the source of a
recurring nightmare in which I was the dead man.

I realized much later that part of the meaning of this nightmare
was to understand how the suffering of others should concern me
as much as my own suffering. So, growing up poor and around
violence informs my work. I wrote this book to honor people
around the world who have discovered this same truth.
How was meeting North Korean refugees in South Korea
“life-changing” for you?
Meeting with North Korean refugees was my first experience
with people who have endured suffering beyond what I can
describe with words. I felt as much as I understood and I can
never forget their stories, in fact, I don’t see the world – or even
my own life –the same way. When I teach my students about the
North Korean regime, some tell me they wish they did not know
these things. I remind them that it is ignorance and apathy that
allow evil to flourish. This education is as important for them
as it is for me.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights lies at the core of
your work, why?
In our increasingly global and interconnected world, the
Universal Declaration is, I believe, the key to unlocking the
profound social potential of the digital revolution. It is the only
widely-accepted roadmap to a world in which human rights are
universal.
Eleanor Roosevelt, former First Lady of the United States,
was appointed by President Harry Truman to be part of the US
delegation to the United Nations after her husband’s death. She
considered the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which
was created in 1948, to be her greatest achievement. It has been
translated into more languages than any other document in history
and has inspired more than 80 international human rights treaties
and declarations. In my view, this document was ahead of its time.
The significance of the Universal Declaration and Eleanor
Roosevelt’s contribution to it, is only now becoming clear.

“I have known Matt Daniels for many years and have been most impressed with his dedication,
intelligence and the breadth of his organizational efforts. As everyone knows, the extraordinary power
of the Web played no small role in bringing about the collapse of totalitarian regimes in Eastern Europe
and it is hard to imagine a successful human rights movement today that does not harness that power.”
—Ambassador Mary Ann Glendon, Professor of Law, Harvard University
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