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The Military Balance provides an assessment of the armed 
forces and defence expenditures of 171 countries and 
territories. Each edition contributes to the provision of a 
unique compilation of data and information, enabling 
the reader to discern trends by studying editions as far 
back as 1959. The data in the current edition is accurate 
according to IISS assessments as of November 2019, unless 
specified. Inclusion of a territory, country or state in The 
Military Balance does not imply legal recognition or indi-
cate support for any government.

General arrangement and contents 
The introduction is an assessment of global defence devel-
opments and key themes in the 2020 edition. There are 
three analytical essays, followed by a graphical section 
analysing comparative defence statistics by domain, as 
well as key trends in defence economics. 

Regional chapters begin with analysis of the military 
and security issues that drive national-defence policy devel-
opments, and key trends in regional defence economics. 
These are followed by focused analysis, for certain coun-
tries, of defence policy and capability issues, and defence 
economics. Next, detailed data on regional states’ military 
forces and equipment, and defence economics, is presented 
in alphabetical order. Graphics assessing important regional 
arms procurements and deliveries complete each region.

The book closes with comparative and reference 
sections containing comparisons of expenditure and 
personnel statistics.

The Military Balance wall chart
The Military Balance 2020 wall chart is an assessment of land-
attack cruise-missile development and proliferation, high-
lighting by country the platforms they are integrated onto, 
manufacturer, in-service date, payload type and range. It 
also provides information on Missile Technology Control 
Regime membership by year. The graphical display is 
complemented by a timeline showing major arms-control, 
missile-development, entry into service, first operational 
use and withdrawal from service events.

Using The Military Balance 
The country entries assess personnel strengths, organisa-
tion and equipment holdings of the world’s armed forces. 
Force-strength and equipment-inventory data is based on 

the most accurate data available, or on the best estimate 
that can be made. In estimating a country’s total capabili-
ties, old equipment may be counted where it is consid-
ered that it may still be deployable.

The data presented reflects judgements based on infor-
mation available to the IISS at the time the book is compiled. 
Where information differs from previous editions, this 
is mainly because of changes in national forces, but it is 
sometimes because the IISS has reassessed the evidence 
supporting past entries. Given this, care must be taken in 
constructing time-series comparisons from information 
given in successive editions. 

Country entries
Information on each country is shown in a standard 
format, although the differing availability of informa-
tion and differences in nomenclature result in some vari-
ations. Country entries include economic, demographic 
and military data. Population figures are based on demo-
graphic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau. Data 
on ethnic and religious minorities is also provided in some 

PART TWO

Explanatory notes

Abbreviations and definitions
 
Qualifier

‘At least’ Total is no less than the number given

‘Up to’ Total is at most the number given, but could 
be lower

‘About’ Total could be higher than given

‘Some’ Precise inventory is unavailable at time of press

‘In store’ Equipment held away from front-line units; 
readiness and maintenance varies

Billion (bn) 1,000 million (m)

Trillion (tr) 1,000 billion

$ US dollars unless otherwise stated 

ε Estimated

* Aircraft counted by the IISS as combat capable

- Part of a unit is detached/less than

+ Unit reinforced/more than

† IISS assesses that the serviceability of 
equipment is in doubta

‡ Equipment judged obsolete (weapons whose 
basic design is more than four decades old and 
which have not been significantly upgraded 
within the past decade)a

[a] Not to be taken to imply that such equipment cannot be used
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country entries. Military data includes personnel numbers, 
conscript liability where relevant, outline organisation, 
number of formations and units, and an inventory of the 
major equipment of each service. Details of national forces 
stationed abroad and of foreign forces stationed within the 
given country are also provided.

Arms procurements and deliveries
A series of thematic tables, graphics and text follow the 
regional data. These are designed to illustrate key trends, 
principal programmes and significant events in regional 
defence procurements. More detailed information on 
defence procurements, organised by country, equipment 
type and manufacturing company, can be found on the 
IISS Military Balance+ database (https://www.iiss.org/mili-
tarybalanceplus). The information in this section meets the 
threshold for a Military Balance country entry and as such 
does not feature information on sales of small arms and 
light weapons.

Defence economics
Country entries include defence expenditures, selected 
economic-performance indicators and demographic aggre-
gates. All country entries are subject to revision each year 
as new information, particularly regarding actual defence 
expenditure, becomes available. On pp. 529–34, there are 
also international comparisons of defence expenditure and 
military personnel, giving expenditure figures for the past 
three years in per capita terms and as a % of gross domestic 
product (GDP). The aim is to provide a measure of mili-
tary expenditure and the allocation of economic resources 
to defence.

Individual country entries show economic perfor-
mance over the past two years and current demographic 
data. Where this data is unavailable, information from the 
last available year is provided. All financial data in the 
country entries is shown in both national currency and US 
dollars at current – not constant – prices. US-dollar conver-
sions are calculated from the exchange rates listed in the 
entry.

Definitions of terms
Despite efforts by NATO and the UN to develop a stan-
dardised definition of military expenditure, many coun-
tries prefer to use their own definitions (which are often 
not made public). In order to present a comprehensive 
picture, The Military Balance lists three different measures 
of military-related spending data.

• For most countries, an official defence-budget 
figure is provided. 

• For those countries where other military-
related outlays, over and above the defence 
budget, are known or can be reasonably esti-

mated, an additional measurement referred to as 
defence expend iture is also provided. Defence-
expenditure figures will naturally be higher than 
official budget figures, depending on the range 
of additional factors included.

• For NATO countries, a defence-budget figure, as 
well as defence expenditure reported by NATO 
in local currency terms and converted using IMF 
exchange rates, is quoted.

NATO’s military-expenditure definition (the most 
comprehensive) is cash outlays of central or federal 
governments to meet the costs of national armed forces. 
The term ‘armed forces’ includes strategic, land, naval, 
air, command, administration and support forces. It also 
includes other forces if they are trained, structured and 
equipped to support defence forces and are realistically 
deployable. Defence expenditures are reported in four cate-
gories: Operating Costs, Procurement and Construction, 
Research and Development (R&D) and Other Expenditure. 
Operating Costs include salaries and pensions for mili-
tary and civilian personnel; the cost of maintaining and 
training units, service organisations, headquarters and 
support elements; and the cost of servicing and repairing 
military equipment and infrastructure. Procurement and 
Construction expenditure covers national equipment and 
infrastructure spending, as well as common infrastructure 
programmes. R&D is defence expenditure up to the point 
at which new equipment can be put in service, regardless 
of whether new equipment is actually procured. Foreign 
Military Aid (FMA) contributions are also noted.

For many non-NATO countries the issue of transpar-
ency in reporting military budgets is fundamental. Not 
every UN member state reports defence-budget data (even 
fewer report real defence expenditures) to their electorates, 
the UN, the IMF or other multinational organisations. In 
the case of governments with a proven record of transpar-
ency, official figures generally conform to the standardised 
definition of defence budgeting, as adopted by the UN, 
and consistency problems are not usually a major issue. 
The IISS cites official defence budgets as reported by either 
national governments, the UN, the OSCE or the IMF. 

For those countries where the official defence-budget 
figure is considered to be an incomplete measure of total 
military-related spending, and appropriate additional data 
is available, the IISS will use data from a variety of sources 
to arrive at a more accurate estimate of true defence 
expenditure. The most frequent instances of budgetary 
manipulation or falsification typically involve equip-
ment procurement, R&D, defence-industrial investment, 
covert weapons programmes, pensions for retired mili-
tary and civilian personnel, paramilitary forces and non-
budgetary sources of revenue for the military arising from 
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ownership of industrial, property and land assets. There 
will be several countries listed in The Military Balance for 
which only an official defence-budget figure is provided 
but where, in reality, true defence-related expenditure is 
almost certainly higher.

Percentage changes in defence spending are referred 
to in either nominal or real terms. Nominal terms relate to 
the percentage change in numerical spending figures, and 
do not account for the impact of price changes (i.e. infla-
tion) on defence spending. By contrast, real terms account 
for inflationary effects, and may therefore be considered a 
more accurate representation of change over time.

The principal sources for national economic statistics 
cited in the country entries are the IMF, the OECD, the 
World Bank and three regional banks (the Inter-American, 
Asian and African Development banks). For some coun-
tries, basic economic data is difficult to obtain. GDP figures 
are nominal (current) values at market prices. GDP growth 
is real, not nominal growth, and inflation is the year-on-
year change in consumer prices. When real-terms defence-
spending figures are mentioned, these are measured in 
constant 2015 US dollars.

General defence data
Personnel
The ‘Active’ total comprises all servicemen and women on 
full-time duty (including conscripts and long-term assign-
ments from the Reserves). When a gendarmerie or equiva-
lent is under control of the defence ministry, they may be 
included in the active total. Only the length of conscript 
liability is shown; where service is voluntary there is no 
entry. ‘Reserve’ describes formations and units not fully 
manned or operational in peacetime, but which can be 
mobilised by recalling reservists in an emergency. Some 
countries have more than one category of reserves, often 
kept at varying degrees of readiness. Where possible, these 
differences are denoted using the national descriptive title, 
but always under the heading of ‘Reserves’ to distinguish 
them from full-time active forces. All personnel figures are 
rounded to the nearest 50, except for organisations with 
under 500 personnel, where figures are rounded to the 
nearest ten.

Other forces
Many countries maintain forces whose training, organisa-
tion, equipment and control suggest that they may be used 
to support or replace regular military forces, or be used 
more broadly by states to deliver militarily relevant effect; 
these are called ‘paramilitary’. They include some forces 
that may have a constabulary role. These are detailed after 
the military forces of each country, but their personnel 
numbers are not normally included in the totals at the start 
of each entry. 

Forces by role and equipment by type
Quantities are shown by function (according to each 
nation’s employment) and type, and represent what are 
believed to be total holdings, including active and reserve 
operational and training units. Inventory totals for missile 
systems relate to launchers and not to missiles. Equipment 
held ‘in store’ is not counted in the main inventory totals.

Deployments
The Military Balance mainly lists permanent bases and oper-
ational deployments, including peacekeeping operations, 
which are often discussed in the regional text. Information 
in the country-data sections details, first, deployments of 
troops and, second, military observers and, where avail-
able, the role and equipment of deployed units. Personnel 
figures are not generally included for embassy staff, 
standing multinational headquarters, or deployments of 
purely maritime and aerospace assets, such as Iceland Air 
Policing or anti-piracy operations. 

Land forces
To make international comparison easier and more consis-
tent, The Military Balance categorises forces by role and 
translates national military terminology for unit and 
formation sizes. Typical personnel strength, equipment 
holdings and organisation of formations such as brigades 
and divisions vary from country to country. In addition, 
some unit terms, such as ‘regiment’, ‘squadron’, ‘battery’ 
and ‘troop’, can refer to significantly different unit sizes in 
different countries. Unless otherwise stated, these terms 
should be assumed to reflect standard British usage where 
they occur. 

Naval forces
Classifying naval vessels according to role is complex. 
A post-war consensus on primary surface combatants 
revolved around a distinction between independently 
operating cruisers, air-defence escorts (destroyers) and 
anti-submarine-warfare escorts (frigates). However, ships 
are increasingly performing a range of roles. For this 
reason, The Military Balance classifies vessels according to 
full-load displacement (FLD) rather than a role-classifica-

Units and formation strength
Company 100–200

Battalion 500–1,000

Brigade 3,000–5,000

Division 15,000–20,000

Corps or Army 50,000–100,000
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tion system. These definitions will not necessarily conform 
to national designations. 

Air forces
Aircraft listed as combat capable are assessed as being 
equipped to deliver air-to-air or air-to-surface ordnance. The 
definition includes aircraft designated by type as bomber, 
fighter, fighter/ground attack, ground attack and anti-
submarine warfare. Other aircraft considered to be combat 
capable are marked with an asterisk (*). Operational group-
ings of air forces are shown where known. Typical squadron 
aircraft strengths can vary both between aircraft types and 
from country to country. When assessing missile ranges, The 
Military Balance uses the following range indicators:
• Short-range ballistic missile (SRBM): less than 1,000 km;
• Medium-range ballistic missile (MRBM): 1,000–3,000 km;
• Intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM): 3,000–5,000 km;
• Intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM): over 5,000 km.

Attribution and acknowledgements 
The International Institute for Strategic Studies owes no 
allegiance to any government, group of governments, or 
any political or other organisation. Its assessments are 

its own, based on the material available to it from a wide 
variety of sources. The cooperation of governments of 
all listed countries has been sought and, in many cases, 
received. However, some data in The Military Balance is 
estimated. Care is taken to ensure that this data is as accu-
rate and free from bias as possible. The Institute owes 
a considerable debt to a number of its own members, 
consultants and all those who help compile and check 
material. The Director-General and Chief Executive and 
staff of the Institute assume full responsibility for the data 
and judgements in this book. Comments and sugges-
tions on the data and textual material contained within 
the book, as well as on the style and presentation of data, 
are welcomed and should be communicated to the Editor 
of The Military Balance at: IISS, Arundel House, 6 Temple 
Place, London, WC2R 2PG, UK, email: milbal@iiss.org. 
Copyright on all information in The Military Balance 
belongs strictly to the IISS. Application to reproduce 
limited amounts of data may be made to the publisher: 
Taylor & Francis, 4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, 
Oxon, OX14 4RN. Email: society.permissions@tandf.co.uk. 
Unauthorised use of data from The Military Balance will 
be subject to legal action. 
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Principal land definitions
 

FORCES BY ROLE

Command: free-standing, deployable formation headquarters (HQs).

Special Forces (SF): elite units specially trained and equipped for unconventional warfare and operations in 
enemy-controlled territory. Many are employed in counter-terrorist roles.

Manoeuvre: combat units and formations capable of manoeuvring. These are subdivided as follows:

Reconnaissance: combat units and formations whose primary purpose is to gain information.

Armoured: units and formations principally equipped with main battle tanks (MBTs) and infantry 
fighting vehicles (IFVs) to provide heavy mounted close-combat capability. Units and 
formations intended to provide mounted close-combat capability with lighter armoured 
vehicles, such as light tanks or wheeled assault guns, are classified as light armoured.

Mechanised: units and formations primarily equipped with lighter armoured vehicles such as 
armoured personnel carriers (APCs). They have less mounted firepower and protection 
than their armoured equivalents, but can usually deploy more infantry.

Light: units and formations whose principal combat capability is dismounted infantry, with 
few, if any, organic armoured vehicles. Some may be motorised and equipped with soft-
skinned vehicles.

Air Manoeuvre: units and formations trained and equipped for delivery by transport aircraft and/or 
helicopters.

Amphibious: amphibious forces are trained and equipped to project force from the sea.

Other Forces: includes security units such as Presidential Guards, paramilitary units such as border 
guards and combat formations permanently employed in training or demonstration 
tasks.

Combat Support: combat support units and formations not integral to manoeuvre formations. Includes 
artillery, engineers, military intelligence, nuclear, biological and chemical defence, signals 
and information operations.

Combat Service 
Support (CSS): 

includes logistics, maintenance, medical, supply and transport units and formations.

 

EQUIPMENT BY TYPE

Light Weapons: small arms, machine guns, grenades and grenade launchers and unguided man-portable 
anti-armour and support weapons have proliferated so much and are sufficiently easy to 
manufacture or copy that listing them would be impractical.

Crew-Served 
Weapons: 

crew-served recoilless rifles, man-portable ATGW, MANPADs and mortars of greater than 
80mm calibre are listed, but the high degree of proliferation and local manufacture of 
many of these weapons means that estimates of numbers held may not be reliable.

Armoured Fighting 
Vehicles (AFVs): 

armoured combat vehicles with a combat weight of at least six metric tonnes, further 
subdivided as below:

Main Battle Tank 
(MBT): 

armoured, tracked combat vehicles, armed with a turret-mounted gun of at least 75mm 
calibre and with a combat weight of at least 25 metric tonnes.

Light Tank (LT TK): armoured, tracked combat vehicles, armed with a turret-mounted gun of at least 75mm 
calibre and with a combat weight of less than 25 metric tonnes.

Wheeled Assault 
Gun (ASLT): 

armoured, wheeled combat vehicles, armed with a turret-mounted gun of at least 75mm 
calibre and with a combat weight of at least 15 metric tonnes.

Armoured 
Reconnaissance 
(RECCE): 

armoured vehicles primarily designed for reconnaissance tasks with no significant 
transport capability and either a main gun of less than 75mm calibre or a combat weight 
of less than 15 metric tonnes, or both.

Infantry Fighting 
Vehicle (IFV): 

armoured combat vehicles designed and equipped to transport an infantry squad and 
armed with a cannon of at least 20mm calibre.
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Armoured 
Personnel Carrier 
(APC): 

lightly armoured combat vehicles designed and equipped to transport an infantry squad 
but either unarmed or armed with a cannon of less than 20mm calibre.

Airborne Combat 
Vehicle (ABCV): 

armoured vehicles designed to be deployable by parachute alongside airborne forces.

Amphibious Assault 
Vehicle (AAV): 

armoured vehicles designed to have an amphibious ship-to-shore capability.

Armoured Utility 
Vehicle (AUV): 

armoured vehicles not designed to transport an infantry squad, but capable of 
undertaking a variety of other utility battlefield tasks, including light reconnaissance and 
light transport.

Specialist Variants: variants of armoured vehicles listed above that are designed to fill a specialised role, such 
as command posts (CP), artillery observation posts (OP), signals (sigs) and ambulances 
(amb), are categorised with their parent vehicles.

Engineering and 
Maintenance Vehicles: 

includes armoured engineer vehicles (AEV), armoured repair and recovery vehicles (ARV), 
assault bridging (VLB) and mine warfare vehicles (MW).

Nuclear, Biological 
and Chemical Defence 
Vehicles (NBC): 

armoured vehicles principally designed to operate in potentially contaminated terrain.

Anti-Tank/Anti-
Infrastructure (AT): 

guns, guided weapons and recoilless rifles designed to engage armoured vehicles and 
battlefield hardened targets.

Surface-to-Surface 
Missile Launchers 
(SSM): 

launch vehicles for transporting and firing surface-to-surface ballistic and cruise missiles.

Artillery: weapons (including guns, howitzers, gun/howitzers, multiple-rocket launchers, mortars 
and gun/mortars) with a calibre greater than 100mm for artillery pieces and 80mm and 
above for mortars, capable of engaging ground targets with indirect fire.

Coastal Defence: land-based coastal artillery pieces and anti-ship-missile launchers.

Air Defence (AD): guns, directed-energy (DE) weapons and surface-to-air missile (SAM) launchers designed 
to engage fixed-wing, rotary-wing and uninhabited aircraft. Missiles are further classified 
by maximum notional engagement range: point-defence (up to 10 km); short-range 
(10–30 km); medium-range (30–75 km); and long-range (75 km+). Systems primarily 
intended to intercept missiles rather than aircraft are categorised separately as Missile 
Defence.

Principal naval definitions

To aid comparison between fleets, the following definitions, which do not always conform to national definitions, are used:

Submarines: all vessels designed to operate primarily under water. Submarines with a dived 
displacement below 250 tonnes are classified as midget submarines (SSW); those below 
500 tonnes are coastal submarines (SSC).

Principal surface 
combatants: 

all surface ships designed for combat operations on the high seas, with an FLD above 
1,500 tonnes. Aircraft carriers (CV), including helicopter carriers (CVH), are vessels 
with a flat deck primarily designed to carry fixed- and/or rotary-wing aircraft, without 
amphibious capability. Other principal surface combatants include cruisers (C) (with an 
FLD above 9,750 tonnes), destroyers (DD) (with an FLD above 4,500 tonnes) and frigates 
(FF) (with an FLD above 1,500 tonnes).
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Patrol and coastal 
combatants: 

surface vessels designed for coastal or inshore operations. These include corvettes 
(FS), which usually have an FLD between 500 and 1,500 tonnes and are distinguished 
from other patrol vessels by their heavier armaments. Also included in this category 
are offshore-patrol ships (PSO), with an FLD greater than 1,500 tonnes; patrol craft 
(PC), which have an FLD between 250 and 1,500 tonnes; and patrol boats (PB) with an 
FLD between ten and 250 tonnes. Vessels with a top speed greater than 35 knots are 
designated as ‘fast’ .

Mine warfare vessels: all surface vessels configured primarily for mine laying (ML) or countermeasures. 
Countermeasures vessels are either: sweepers (MS), which are designed to locate and 
destroy mines in an area; hunters (MH), which are designed to locate and destroy 
individual mines; or countermeasures vessels (MC), which combine both roles.

Amphibious vessels: vessels designed to transport personnel and/or equipment onto shore. These include 
landing helicopter assault vessels (LHA), which can embark fixed- and/or rotary-wing air 
assets as well as landing craft; landing helicopter docks (LHD), which can embark rotary-
wing or V/STOL assets and have a well dock; landing platform helicopters (LPH), which 
have a primary role of launch and recovery platform for rotary-wing or V/STOL assets 
with a dock to store equipment/personnel for amphibious operations; and landing 
platform docks (LPD), which do not have a through deck but do have a well dock. 
Landing ships (LS) are amphibious vessels capable of ocean passage and landing craft 
(LC) are smaller vessels designed to transport personnel and equipment from a larger 
vessel to land or across small stretches of water. Landing ships have a hold; landing craft 
are open vessels. Landing craft air cushioned (LCAC) are differentiated from Utility craft 
air cushioned (UCAC) in that the former have a bow ramp for the disembarkation of 
vehicles and personnel.

Auxiliary vessels: ocean-going surface vessels performing an auxiliary military role, supporting combat 
ships or operations. These generally fulfil five roles: replenishment (such as oilers (AO) 
and solid stores (AKS)); logistics (such as cargo ships (AK) and logistics ships (AFS)); 
maintenance (such as cable-repair ships (ARC) or buoy tenders (ABU)); research (such as 
survey ships (AFS)); and special purpose (such as intelligence-collection ships (AGI) and 
ocean-going tugs (ATF)).

Weapons systems: weapons are listed in the following order: land-attack cruise missiles (LACM), anti-ship 
missiles (AShM), surface-to-air missiles (SAM), heavy (HWT) and lightweight (LWT) 
torpedoes, anti-submarine weapons (A/S), CIWS, guns and aircraft. Missiles with a range 
less than 5 km and guns with a calibre less than 57mm are generally not included.

Organisations: naval groupings such as fleets and squadrons frequently change and are shown only 
where doing so would aid qualitative judgements.

Principal aviation definitions

Bomber (Bbr): comparatively large platforms intended for the delivery of air-to-surface ordnance. Bbr 
units are units equipped with bomber aircraft for the air-to-surface role.

Fighter (Ftr): aircraft designed primarily for air-to-air combat, which may also have a limited air-to-
surface capability. Ftr units are equipped with aircraft intended to provide air superiority, 
which may have a secondary and limited air-to-surface capability.

Fighter/Ground 
Attack (FGA): 

multi-role fighter-size platforms with significant air-to-surface capability, potentially 
including maritime attack, and at least some air-to-air capacity. FGA units are multi-role 
units equipped with aircraft capable of air-to-air and air-to-surface attack.

Ground Attack (Atk): aircraft designed solely for the air-to-surface task, with limited or no air-to-air capability. 
Atk units are equipped with fixed-wing aircraft.

Attack Helicopter (Atk 
hel): 

rotary-wing platforms designed for delivery of air-to-surface weapons, and fitted with an 
integrated fire-control system.
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Anti-Submarine 
Warfare (ASW): 

fixed- and rotary-wing platforms designed to locate and engage submarines, many 
with a secondary anti-surface-warfare capability. ASW units are equipped with fixed- or 
rotary-wing aircraft.

Anti-Surface Warfare 
(ASuW): 

ASuW units are equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft intended for anti-surface-
warfare missions.

Maritime Patrol (MP): fixed-wing aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) intended for maritime surface 
surveillance, which may possess an anti-surface-warfare capability. MP units are 
equipped with fixed-wing aircraft or UAVs.

Electronic Warfare 
(EW): 

fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft and UAVs intended for electronic warfare. EW units are 
equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft or UAVs.

Intelligence/
Surveillance/
Reconnaissance (ISR): 

fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft and UAVs intended to provide radar, visible-light or 
infrared imagery, or a mix thereof. ISR units are equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing 
aircraft or UAVs.

Combat/Intelligence/
Surveillance/
Reconnaissance 
(CISR): 

aircraft and UAVs that have the capability to deliver air-to-surface weapons, as well as 
undertake ISR tasks. CISR units are equipped with armed aircraft and/or UAVs for ISR and 
air-to-surface missions.

COMINT/ELINT/
SIGINT: 

fixed- and rotary-wing platforms and UAVs capable of gathering electronic (ELINT), 
communications (COMINT) or signals intelligence (SIGINT). COMINT units are equipped 
with fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft or UAVs intended for the communications-intelligence 
task. ELINT units are equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft or UAVs used for 
gathering electronic intelligence. SIGINT units are equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing 
aircraft or UAVs used to collect signals intelligence.

Airborne Early 
Warning (& Control) 
(AEW (&C)): 

fixed- and rotary-wing platforms capable of providing airborne early warning, with a 
varying degree of onboard command and control depending on the  
platform. AEW(&C) units are equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft.

Search and Rescue 
(SAR): 

units are equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft used to recover military personnel 
or civilians.

Combat Search and 
Rescue (CSAR): 

units are equipped with armed fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft for recovery of personnel 
from hostile territory.

Tanker (Tkr): fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft designed for air-to-air refuelling. Tkr units are equipped 
with fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft used for air-to-air refuelling.

Tanker Transport  
(Tkr/Tpt): 

platforms capable of both air-to-air refuelling and military airlift.

Transport (Tpt): fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft intended for military airlift. Light transport aircraft are 
categorised as having a maximum payload of up to 11,340 kg; medium up to 27,215 kg; 
and heavy above 27,215 kg. Light transport helicopters have an internal payload of up 
to 2,000 kg; medium transport helicopters up to 4,535 kg; heavy transport helicopters 
greater than 4,535 kg. PAX aircraft are platforms generally unsuited for transporting 
cargo on the main deck. Tpt units are equipped with fixed- or rotary-wing platforms to 
transport personnel or cargo.

Trainer (Trg): fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft designed primarily for the training role; some also have 
the capacity to carry light to medium ordnance. Trg units are equipped with fixed- or 
rotary-wing training aircraft intended for pilot or other aircrew training.

Multi-role helicopter 
(MRH): 

rotary-wing platforms designed to carry out a variety of military tasks including light 
transport, armed reconnaissance and battlefield support.

Uninhabited Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs): 

remotely piloted or controlled unmanned fixed- or rotary-wing systems. Light UAVs are 
those weighing 20–150 kg; medium: 150–600 kg; and large: more than 600 kg.


